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shearith korakh
tradition tells us: after the slave revolt in egypt, the former slaves and their allies wound up adrift in the
desert cast of the Red Sea. as moses and aaron consolidated their power as Jeaders’ of the revolt
and escape, a group cl'!allcngcd their sch—aPPointcd rulcrship. the sPcalccr for the rebellious group,
korakh, used the rclisious/f:olitical |ansuagc of the day to make the anti-authoritarian case: “you have
gone too far! for all the communitg are ho|5, all of thcm, and the Holy one is in their midst. wl-ng then do
you raise Hoursclvcs above the ho|5 one’s congrcgation’?” [numbcrs 16:3). it took murderous divine

interventions, lci"ing thousands in car‘chquakcs, fire, and Plaguc, to crush the anti-hicrarchical revolt.

‘shearith korakh’ translates as ‘the remnant or survivors of korakh?:
those who follow in the tradition of that rebellion, insisting on full freedom as we strusglc, revolt, and escape.
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one state two state red state blue state

the ‘moderates’ (soFt right—wingcrs and liberals who haver’t thought it through) call for a “two-state” solution
the ‘extremists’ (Ithists and thought(:u| libcra|5) call for a “one-state” solution. but states are no solution to

the war at the eastern end of the Mcditcrrancan.

to anarchists, states never look like a solution, of course, but the situation between the Jorc{an river and the
sea shows some of the Problcms of states even more b|atantlg than usual. so here’s a bit of an oPinionatcd
historg, amore analﬂtical look at the current situation, and some thoughts about anarchist Participation in
Palcstinc so]idarity work. and also a note nudzhingjcwis!n anarchists in Particular to come out of the

woodwork and get visible. all in hoPcs that it’ll hc]P get folks more informed, and everyone more active.

this isn’t any kind of news uPciatc — there are websites listed at the end that do that better than i ever could
— and it’s not an cxhaustivcly detailed Piccc. it's a rougl‘l-and-rcady histoty taicing an anarchist Pcrspcctivc

on the largcr Picturc, with my ideas as one anarchist active in this work about what we're éoing.
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-~ Arab nationalism bcgan inthe mid 1 9&' centuryasa movcmenﬁ:orthe*'autbmg—o{"’ the a?ébﬁ;ipéaking part
of the ottoman cmpirc (From syria to cggpt to iraq to yemen on today’s maP). the goal was one nation-state
on thatland. it was a secular movement (with arabic—spcaking christians as well as muslims Participating) that
grew out of a mixture of european ‘cn|fghtcnmcnt” ideas of nations and states; longstanding muslim ideas of
the arabic—spcalcing region as a singlc cntitg; local resistance to ottoman impcrial rulc; and the ambitions of
various rulers and elites in the area. arab nationalism took on various Forms, meeting with rcprcssion from the

cmpirc, and by the carly ZOth ccntury was strong cnough to pose a serious threat to ottoman rule.

during world war |, after long negotiations, the ‘arab revolt’ lined up with the british and their allies against
the ottoman and german side. the revolt, with minimal hclp from outside, drove the ottoman and german
armies out of the arabic-spcaking region (cxccP’c for egypt, which was alrcady under british rule ~ whole
nother story there). in cxchangc, the arab nationalist leaders cxPcctcd the british to fulfill their agreement

and let the nationalists rule the lands the revolt had taken out of ottoman control. didn’t haPPcn.

: British ‘interest’ in the east end of the Mediterranean goes way back; to the crusades if not before. but bg
the end of the 1 9t'1 century it looked more interesting than ever: the region was the gateway to the british
colonies insouth asia and east africa, and it was starting to look like mining in those colonies migl'lt be

lucrative. so when the ottoman cmpirc started to look ric‘(cty, the britishjumpcd at the chance to srab a

Piccc.

the settlement at the end of world war | was simplc. the winners gave ‘Fricndlg’ local leaders like the ibn saud
Familg control of the Avrabian Pcninsula (no oil discovered there gct); the french took control of what’s now

syria and lebanon (and scParatcd them for the first time); and the british controlled cvcrything else.

once thcg’d gotten exclusive contracts for oil and other mineral resources, the british let iraq go
‘inchcndcnt’A thc3 also gave a certain amount of local control to trans-jordan (now simp'gjordan). but their
long—tcrm foothold was their third slice, along the sea. like the rest, thcy’d Promiscc] this Piccc of land to the

arab nationalists, but thcy’d also Promiscd it to another nationalist movement.




fionism,—in—its—modern Politica”orm, bcgan in the late 1—9&' centuryin the most assimilated segment of the
gcrman_jcwish clite. Fo"owing the lead of german romantic nationalists, the carlg zionists saw national/racial
fulfillment as the on|3 goal worth Pursuing, and saw it as attainable on|9 tl'lrough the establishment of an
cthnica"y defined, centralized nation-state (the kind germany was then bccoming for the first time). tlﬁcy said
that european antij'cwish Prc_judicc and oppression was not only understandable but correct, because a
Pcop|c without a state would incvitablg be dcgcncratc. the only solution, since their racial theories didn’t
allow true absorbtion into other nations, was to find somewhere to set up a nation-state. after cxploring,
other options (at one Point negotiating with the british for uganda), thcy settled on thc_jcwisl-l mgthic

homeland around Jcrusalcm as their site.

all of this was a hugc break withjcwish tradition. zionism was a secular movement based on racial ideas of a
nation that were rooted in christian western europe, and it Proposcd the idea of ajcwish state -~ a notion so
alien as to be an oxymoron. thcjcwish rcligious tradition had a Iongs’canding Zionist’ element: when the
messiah comes, he’s suPPoscd tosetupa kingc]om in Jcrusalcm‘ but there’s a very strong Prohibition on

dcing an_(it/u'rlgto l’\urry that dag along (cxccpt for |ivin5 a_just & n'glwtcous lii:c).

50, Prcclictably, the Political zionists found a lukewarm response when thcg bcgan to Propagandizc. most
traditional rcligiousjcws (the vast majoritg) considered them heretics; most sccularjcws in castern europe
(socialists and anarchists) tl‘uought thcg were crazy nationalists. and thcg didn’t bother at all with the many
l"cwish communities who weren’t in europe (including the araBic-sPcaking communities in and near Jcrusalcm)
tl'\c onlg Par'l: of tthchsh worH whcrc tlﬂcy l’lad any success was among the assrmrlatchcwnsh clites i in

western europe — — who had no intention of movmg to thc othcr end of the Mcdltcrrancan

but those elites would fund Propaganda and programs for victims of pogroms in eastern europe. so bg world
war | there was a scattering of idcological hard-core zionists and dcspcratcjcwish rcFugccs from the russian
empire Iiving in the ottoman province between the Jordan and the sea, amounting to 8% of the PoPu|ation.
during the war, back-door negotiations with the british (who hopcd to tum_jcws and other minority
Populations in germany and austro-hungarg toward their side in the war) gota commitmentin 1917 to

support some kind of chish national home” in the area.



ek

soin 1920, the british had Promisccl the same striP of land under their colonial control to one local

nationalist movement and one Forcign nationalist movement. and things got Prcdictablg u5|3.

dehkRd

all through the 1 920s and 30s the zionist movement Fought two kinds of war in the tcrritory everyone called
Pa|cstinc. one was a war of attrition against the local Population, bringing in as many settlers as Possib|c and
buging up as much land as Possiblc ~ reaching 30% of the Population and owning 6% of the land in 1939. the
other wasa 5ucrri”a war against the british colonial government, mainlg through bombings and armed attacks
- cncling up with near-autonomy for the settlers under the zionist organizations’ rule. it was never a

democratic framework; it was never socialist in any mcaningFu| way — it was the Private fiefdom of the self-

aPPointcd zionist Icadcrship.

the indigcnous Palcstinian Popu|ation, of course, resisted both the zionist |and-grab and the british colonial
rule imposcc] after the war. arab nationalists were very Publiclg wi”ing to wc|comc_jcwish rcfugccs from
pogroms into the (arab) nation-state thcg aimed to establish. thcg refused, however, to recognize any
va[iditg to the zionist claim of exclusive rights to the region. open violence broke out at several times, with the

british stancling bg trging to P[ag both sides into their own hands.

the nazis ended this stage of the game. the british colonies in the eastern Mcditcrrancan became kcg
strategic spots in world war ||, with arab nationalists and zionists caught in the middle. the zionists, for their
part, did next to nothing to rescue curoPcanJ'cws before or during the war except as far as the effort fit into
their long-tcrm Plans. david ben gurion, the dominant Figurc among the zionist settlers, said in december
19%8 gust after kristallnacht): “if i knew it was possib|c to save all the gcwish] children of germany by their
transfer to cng|and and onlg half of them bg tranchrring them to crctz-gisracl [“thc land of isracl”], i would

choose the latter”.

the nazi’s gcnocidal antijcwislw c.amPaign killed off the best organizcd anti-zionist and non-zionistjcwish
Popu|ations ~ the traditional rc[igious communities and anarchist/socialist_jcws who between them made up
the vast maJ'orit5 of curoPcanchs. few of the survivors were allowed to immigrate to cl;sirablc destinations
like the u.s.a, argentina, and australia. the zionist movement milked the situation for all it couH‘sct from 1 945

on, Forcing confrontations that made the british look bad whenever Possib'c.
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in 1947, the british, with the hclP of the u.s.a. (which was raPic”3 taking over the british colonial role in the

eastern Mcditcrrancan), decided to use the newborn united nations to imposc a Partitior\ which would have

given 56% of the land to the 32% of the Population living in the zionist settlements, and the remnant to the

Palcstinian 68% me?joritg. the colonial powers wanted to kccP the zionist presence in the area as a
Pcrmancnt foothold - a state that would incvitablg be clcpcndcnt on them for support against itsjustiﬁablg
‘ hostile ncigl’!bors, and thus the most reliable of allies. thcg l-lopcd the Partition Plan would allow that to

‘ l’laPPcn, while still kccPing the arab nationalists in Palcstinc and elsewhere somewhat Iﬂappg. the first half of

| the Plan worked better than the second.

as the Partition went into effect, the arab Post—colonial governments of the region, with the support of the
alestinian nationalist movement, tried to revive the arab nationalist dream by capturin the whole of

P y capturing

Pa'cstinc. during the war that followed, the zionist settlers cxPc“cd Pa!cstinians (combatants or not) from as

much of the land thcg won as Possiblc ~ using massacres, destruction of vi”agcs, threats, and all the other

tools of war. the result was the creation of a state called isracl, bounded bg a 1949 cease-fire line (known as

i the “green line”). and a|ongsidc it, the creation of a hugc Palcstinian rc{:ugcc Population, and a !argc

] disenfranchised Palcstinian PoPulation within the state of israel.
0
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Pll skip over the last 54 years except for a few crucial higl'\lights:

the dirtg tricks camPaign of the 1 950s (inclucling synagogue bombings carried out bg the mossad - israel’s

CJA) used to scarcjcws living in iraq, iran, north africa, and elsewhere into bccoming a chcap labor force in

israel.
the occasional uprisings 135 Palcstinian citizens of israel, and the state’s rcprcssion of them.

the occasional uPrisings 195 Palcstinian rcf:ugccs in lcbanon,jordan and elsewhere, and those states’

rcprcssion of them.

the 1967 war in which israel took control of the west bank, Gaza strip and east Jcrusa]cm as military-»

occuPicd territory, creating more rcFugccs in the Prdccss.

the 1987-1992 Palcstim’an uPrising — ‘intifada’ - in the occupicd territories, which returned the center of
the Palcstinian movement from the exiled nationalist leaders to groups based in the occupicd territories, and

forced the state of israel to begin acknowledging palestinians’ existence with words as well as bullets.
g SNE P

the israeli army’s targeting of secular leftist and anti-nationalist Pa|cstinian activists and groups, and

backdoor Funding, of rcligious—n'ght Palcstinian nationalist groups.

the 199 %-2000 ‘peace roccss’/‘oslo accords’ criod, during which the colonial ‘settlements’ grew even
i g P S s

more raPic"g and the isracligovcmmcnt tried to shift the dag-to-dag enforcement of the occuPation into the

hands of the dccp'y corrupt “Pa]cstinian author‘itg”.

the current intifada, which bcgan in 5cPtcmbcr 2000 when it became clear that the oslo accor.'as were

.

creating only an aparthcid-likc system enforced bg a new matrix of israeli militarg control.



the aParl:l'leicl wall

isracli-occupicd west bank ~ 200%

source: gush shalom
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= aPProvcd initial “scparation wall” (mostlg alrcady built by 9/2003) |
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jewish/Palcstinian Population distribution
british-controlled Palcstinc - 1946

source: united nations
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e Pa|c5tinian vi||agc ctl'mica”y cleansed 1948-9 or 1967

o) citg

-ch19h~owncd Jand as of 1 947

under 1947 united nations Partition ProPosa|

‘% i ProFoacd chwh state’ |
N tFu ‘ :j:;: statcoflsracl undcrl9+9 ccaso-Flrcagrccmcnt
¥ = |
O e D pro| osed ‘arab state’ ‘:
B s J“S) ’ P state undcrl9‘1'7unibcdnations artition r
s g—\ .iﬁ 5 ‘; :j west bank and Gaza Stfip P Pf'oposal f
B - R BN
{E Lol Rl }
o E N | '
8 & g8 ‘
Q. Dy e ;
0 8 (o A
c = 0 =5
S
el
£3 3¢
T 8
g 5 o3
3 sl
S T 3
- Y a8
g L A
g W e
R . G R
hm
v 8 5
- -
L)
-
L))



Lty \9*7
’ ‘o“ -
\ A6 \esHNC 3 1947 o
0sc° ¥ \ed (0™
rof “o\c 1an ¥© e
? “’CO o % \ \8) 3 o‘(m
5 ,5 -]
3 ‘,ac f e
xat® or ¥ cade™ :
5 R :
: ?3\66““‘3 e
Loure® Haite '
Itnln.
E
§‘ £ !o\“'lf
o. Tel Avi
I c < ViV
§ 5 :g T pf
38 Stk
a. 9 o g
: g_ ::: TJervsle
&, .0 ¢
Helren g_ % 2 : vopii
. 5 A g
4.5 85 .4 Guanfe ). . Heb "
‘h\‘ g ‘ﬁ ? g .
P —§ -3 2 g) o Kbfan You's i
S W e
o o540 of 3
N
pad i
S5 & 8 ;
543 ¢
Rrlrd
8 Ne)
) -
< o
$ed

Proposcd ‘arab state’

n Propoacd J
25

proposed

D Palcstinian temitory

- cnty
E state of israel under 19




which leaves us today. s

as i said, 'm not going to talk about the Po'itical/mﬂitary details or current events — id be out of date
before You ever read it. so this is a quick look at a few of the dgnamics that seem csPcciaug important for

anarchists doing Palcstinc soliclan'tg work to think over.

all the land from the Jordan to the sea is controlled bg the state of israel. it has no official borders — only
the 1 949 ceasefire line and the army’s Pcrimctcr marking the land it controls bcgond that line. it has no
constitution — the ‘basic law’ of 1 949 (intended as an interim measure) sits under ajury-riggcd lcgal
arrangement. in other words, it is a state in a very pure form — an official structure bounded bg the limits of

its mi|itar3 5trcngtl1, with not much more than the laws it needs to ’Prcscrvc order.

it differs from this pure model only as farasitis also a very pure nationalist cntchrisc. the 20% of israeli
citizens who are Palcstinian are lcga"g discriminated against. the 27% of the Population under the state’s
control who live under military occupation orin rcFugcc camps (who are not citizcns) are of course subjcct to
far worse than discrimination. israel is not a state of its citizens, much less its residents — it is an
c’cl’mica”g/racia”g defined “ewish state?, contro"ing Jand whose Population is at most 55%J'cwis}1. its
structure as a nationalist Projcct is tcnuouslg balanced between its secular history and the rc|i5ious
authorit3 recruited to back up its present Position ~ on]g rc|i5ious marriage is rccognizcd, and rc|igious

school students are cxcmpt from the draft, forinstance.

israeli society is dccplg molded by the militarism that is intcgral to these processes. new ProFilc, an israeli
group active with rni|itar3 resisters and rooted in the feminist movement, has dcvclopcd an analgsis that sees
militarism as the kcg strand that ties togcthcr the 1967 occuPation, racism against Pa[cstinians and against
jcws from Placcs outside europe, the oPPrcssion of women and queers, and the Pcrvasivc hierarchical
structure of israel’s old-armg-buddics networks. thcy say that the army has made itself a state and called it
israel. to me, as an anarchist, the only Placc i differ with their ana|35is is in seeing no Possibilitg for states to

be angthing butthe creations of war machines both external and internal.

arching over all this is the same dgnamic that got the zionists a state: the colonial power in thc_ area (the u.s.a.)
wants a Foothold, F- complctcly dcpcndcnt state that can’t say no. so the state of israel gets $6.% billion a
year in arms and cash, which it needs to stag afloat cconomica”y and mi]itarily; and the u.s.a.gets a Partncr-

Puppct‘ more reliable than any state more intcgratccl into the rcgion coulcl be ~ and Pcrmancnt]g at war.



on the Pa|cstinian side, resistance to the israeli occuPation of 1967, and to the zionist Projcct in gcncra|, is
mainly through nationalist/national liberation organizations of various kinds. right now, there’s a tenuous
balance between secular and rcligious—-rigl-:t nationalists (quitc like the similar balance in the isracli Po|itica'
clite). both sets are aiming for a state of some kind: bureaucratic or theocratic seem to be the oPtions, with
some differences over what amount of land different groups would settle for and how wi"ing thcy are to

coexist withjcwfsh israelis under any conditions.

the sticking Point for any Planncd Pa|cstinian state built on less than the whole area of Palcstinc is the
situation of the rcFugccs of 1 948. tl':cg’rc a majorit9 of Pa|cstinian5, and thcg’vc been in rcFugcc camps for
three gcncrations. most impor'tantlg, tl’rcy simplg don’t come from the west ban‘c, Gaza strip oreast

Jcrusalcm. their homes are inside the cease-fire “green line” that marks the cclgcs of the state of israel.

- much of the energy behind the tensions within the Palcstinian movements comes from the very different
situations faced bg the four main categories of Pa|cstinians: those in the occuPicd territories, in the rcFugcc
camps (some of which are in the occupicd tcm’torics), in the c]iasPora elsewhere in the world, and living as
citizens of israel. these lines cut across families, sometimes a|igning with class differences, sometimes not.

cach group has different immediate needs, different l(cg 'ong—tcrm issues, and access to very different

resources.

this has led to stronger and weaker support for various types of nationalist groups in different Placcs. most
notablg, the rcligious—right groups have their main bases of support in the rcFugcc camps in the (Gaza striP.
these rcFugccs are living under the most intense militarg occupation, and are also dccplg committed to
returning to their homes inside the “green line”. rcligious-right nationalists have been almost thc' onlg groups
’ to Pl‘ovidc services to these clccplg c{an’vcd communities, and also have very uncomPromising lines on return
(through conqucst) to the lands lost in 1 948. thcy’vc never had similar suPPort among non—rcFugcc
Palcstinians in the occupicd territories or among Palcstinian citizens of israel, for whom these two factors
are less crucial. similar differences and tensions are visible around all the various factions and organizations,

and in all the various sectors of Palcstinian socictg.



states are no solution

it'’s very important for anarchists getting involved in Pa]cstinc solidan”cg work to think through very carcfu”g
who we are working in solidaritg with, and towards what goals. as anti-state, anti-nationalist individuals and
collectives,we stand in soIiclaritg with Palcstinans as Pcoplc who have lived under the most severe
oPPrcssion for over Fifty years. our solic]ari’cy with them must be as dccP as it is with any other group of
Pcoplc Facing similar oPPrcssion ~kurds in turkcg, turks in germany, zapotcc@s in oaxaca,chs in argentina,
oneida in new 3orl< state. but as in all these cases, itis solidaritg with their strugg]cs for liberation, not with
their nationalliberation movements. the risk, for anarchists, is in sliding from so]idarity with resistance against

imPcrialist and colonialist attacks toward 5uPPort for the nationalist Positions of some of those involved in

that resistance.

what we hoPc to see for Palcstinians is what we desire for ourselves and for everyone: a world in which

Pcoplc — asindividuals or groups ~ make the decisions which affect their lives, free from coercion and
mediation. which is to say a world in which af/the inhabitants of the eastern end of the Mediterranean can

live inju st and Pcachu| conditions of freedom. this is not a vision in which nationalisms (zionist or Palcstinian)
or states (Gewish?, Palcstinian, binational, or any other kind) have a Placc. it is a vision which is imPossiblc
without the end of isracl’s occupation of the west bank, (Gaza strip and east Jcrusalcm; without the return
home of every Pa'cstinian rcFugcc who wishes it; without the disman’c“ng of the colonial “settlements” in the
occupicd territories; without an end to the militarism which c|ogs israeli society. and it is a vision that is not
[ikclg to come about without a number of intermediate “solutions” — most |il<c|3 some kind of two-state model

followed l:vg some form of one-state model. but if it is the vision we believe in, /#is the one we need to strugglc

for.




tomy mind, what that means in Practicc is a careful balance of lqcxibih'tg and unwi”ingncss to comPromisc.
dcclining to suPPort state-focused demands and calls to action does not need to mean rcFusins to work with
Palcstinian groups that take these Positions, or worlcing only with anarchists from the region. it means
making it clear, in a Practical way rather than by dictating terms, what kinds of events we feel able to
Participatc in and why. it means choosing who we work alongsiclc carcfu”y - our Political affinities and
others’ interest in working with us may or may not align casi|5. it means Phrasing our Prcpaganda, banncrs,
erc. carcFu”y cnougl‘! for our 5Pcchic messages to stand alongsidc our cxprcssions of soliclarity. it means
Paying attention to (and acting in soliclaritg with) the resistance to the occupation and to zionism, militarism
and the war on Palcstinians that comes Fromjcwish israelis — csPcciauy the anarchist and autonomist

resistance.

and bcing committed in our so]idarity andtrue to our beliefs means more than angthing else rcmcmbcn’ng
that we are not at the center of this strugslc. it’s not our P|acc to lag out terms for a sctt'cmcnt, short- or
long-tcrm - t'—:cg must be agrcccl on bg the Pcop]c dircctly affected (not “their’ states or “rcPrcscntativcs”)
if tl'lcg are to be effective, much less valid. there are situations when it's aPProPriatc and necessary for us to
put forward our vision of the Futurc, but our Prioritg needs to be the effectiveness of our solidaritg with the

Stl’ugg,lcs we are trging to suPPort.

here in the u.s.a. we are ina stratcgicaug irnPortant Position: at the source of the state of israel’s Funding,
inside the region’s colonial power. if we make the most of this Position and the vulnerable Points it gives us
access to, in our actions we can both make a concrete difference in the situation Pa|cstinians face and build
the strong rclationships with Palcstinians that can make ourideas more casilg heard. this may mean working
alOngsidc groups (and members oFgrouPS) we have serious disagrccmcnts with — and it may mean dcc'ining
to do so and carrying out our own autonomous actions without these connections. it means mal(ing these
dCCfsions based on effectiveness. the stronger we hold to both our beliefs as anarchists and our solidaritg

with the Palcstinian strugglc, the more we can do to carry both forward.
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note For_jewisl'n anarchists and anarchists oncwisl'n baclcgrouncl

for threereasons, i think it’s very important for anarchists who arcjcwisl-x (bg backgrouncl, Family,
culture ~idon’t mean rcligion) to do ourwork in solidan’tg with Palcstinians cxplicitlg asjcws.

and, yes, this is an attcmPt to Pcrsuaclc you to clo_just that.

the first reason is tactical. asjcws in the u.s.a. (and often elsewhere too) we are in a Privilcgccl position — itis
caser forus to get heard on this subjcct than others (cspccia"y Palcs’cinians and other arab-americans), and
we have more crcdibi(ity than most. this Privilcg,c is of course urjust, but ignoring it won’t make it go away, iv’ll
J’us’c let itgo unused except l:vy right—wingjcws. we have, itlwink, an obligation to use it though'cFu"g —~touse it
to get access for our Pa|cstinian friends and comrac]cs, and for our own views. one of the arguments used to
prop up the u.s.a’s colonial role in the eastern Mediterranean is the notion that it is “good for tl'ncjcws”, or
necessary For_jcwish saFctg, or somehow of benefit to us. similarlg, the state of isracljustifics its actions with
arguments about a “Placc of rcfugc” for a||J'cws, and its role in relation to the diaspora — us. our voices and
actions saying to both these states that thcy do not act in our interests or in our names carry more wcight
when we do them visibly as_jcws. it’s cFFcctiv;, it’s necessary, it’s sometimes quitc uncomfortable. come out,

come out, whcrcvcrgou are!

the second reason is Political. the zionist movement is in many ways based on erasing the complcx historg of
_jcws as a stateless PcoPlc. this history has many aspects that sPcal( to anarchist sensibilities. first of all, the
many forms thatjcwish local autonomy and transnational connections have taken ~ mostly Patn’archaL
usua"g authoritarian, but rarc|5 centralized and a|wa35 ina comp|cx intcr'relationship with surrounding
cultures. this history of balancing local and global scales of community and culture is a clear Point of
connection, as arcjcwish anarchist/anti-authoritarian and anti-zionist Political movements, but there are less
visible ones as well. rcclaiming these histories is itself part of brcalcing down the nationalist (and statist, and,
yes, racist) zionist idcology that so often claims to be all oF_jcwisl'l historg and culture. and malcing this

l'listory part of an ongoing, live, rebellious culture is what we’re doing in some ways whether we like it or not —

but we do it better when we do it conscfouslg. and doing it well is what matters.
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the third is Pcrsonal. international solidarity work, cspcciany when it includes a substantial amount of anti-
racist organizing, can casily feel ungroundcd or somewhat arbi'crarg. it can be hard at times to feel your own
stake in the stru&g'c you’re suPPorting. Pcrsonal, Familg, and collective historg can Proviclc sorncthing to
root this work in — and against. Forjcwish radicals, who are almost a'ways far outside and opposcd to the
official ‘mainstrcam’jcwish community and its institutions, and often don’t activcly idcntifg ourselves as
jewish, Palcstinc solic]aritg work can be Particular|3 draining. it can be easier to goup against the Pro—zionist
oq:icial_jc\./visl'\ sphcrc (and the parts of our own families that side with it) when you've got ajcwish framework

from which to do it. suPPorting each otheris what makes our work sustainable.

so take a look at the his’cory from emma goldman and sasha berkmah on bac‘(, and see if it’s useful for you to

use it as a reference point, or as another set of traditions to argue with. and whether it is or not ~

free Palcstinc!
bchaim intifada!

states are no solution!
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(books)

some of my favorites & tlwings i've found most useful

Ammiel Alcalay, Aftchcws and Araés,- Memories of Our Future— great, espcciallg on the ties between arab_jcws
and the restof the arab world.

Georgc Ahntonius, ncAmbAwaLcm'ng— arab nationalism through the 1930s. he was there and talked to everyone

involved.
Nasser Aruri (ed.), Falestinian Refugees and the K[g/;t of Return ~ evcrything you need to know. written in 1999.

Danicl Bogar‘in, Un/vcroic Conc/uct- the bizarre roots of zionism, and its rc|ations|1ip to heterosexism, patriarcl-\g, and

5endcr deviance...wow.

Roanc Carcy (ed.), 77rc Ncw/nt/'/:ada; T/'lc Ot/rcr/srac/(with Jonathan Shainin & Tom 5¢5ev) ~ the first Fu"—lcngth
anthologg on the sePtcmbcr 2000 uprfsins & an anthologg on ]sracll' resistance. both quite good.

Jlan Halcvi, /'/lﬁstwy oft/?CJews— amazing, revisionist, non-zionist, focused away from curoPeanjcws. he makes it all

make sense.
David Masscy (ed), /t’sA//Ll’cs — collection of israeli anarchist writing, fliers, Punk rock, etc. fabulous.

Rela Mazali, Ma,os of Women’s Comrhgs and Going.s- amazing, more relevant than it looks at first sight, though you

shouldn’t read it cxpccting information, cxact|y.
5hau| Mishal évAvral-wam 5e|a, T he /Da/cshhllan JHamas — informative, but not as 5ood as it should be.
Don Fcrctz, /nbfaa'a -a 5ood rundown on 1987-1992, not the most exciting read.

Tanya Kcinhardt, /5racha/c5t/hc— whg the olso accords were a bacUokc; w|13 1948 is still the |<c5. bg a radical israeli

academic.

E_dwarc! Said - ovcrcxposcc{, but usua”y insightFul. died in exile during the cc{iting of this zine; he'll be missed.

Tom chcv, One Falestine, Comp/ctc; T he Seventh Million ~ the grand old revisionist historian of zionism.

exhaustive, but often worth it. .



Zeev Stcml-leﬂ, T he Foundin Myths of [srael~ where so-called abor zionism came From, why it was never
£ 8y Y
Frosrcssivc, and what it did before 1 94-8. rather Jty, but chf”ing.

Eaa] Weizman & Rafi Scsal, A Civilian Occupahbn: T he Folitics of [sraeli Architecture — the definitive book on how
the “settlements” control territory in the west bank and Gaza 5trip. see also weizman’s articles and Photo—cssags at:

www.opendcmocracy.nci;/dcbatcs/article_.jsp?id='Z&debatcld=+5 &artic]c]d=80 1

(websites)

note: each oF these wiu lcad Yyou to many more sources.

Jews Against the Occupation (NYC anti-occupation group ~my crew)

www_.jcwsagainstthcoccupation.org

Ncw Profile (israeli anti-militarist/feminist group; non-hierarchical and gcncra“y kick-ass)

www.ncwprofilc.org/ eng]ish

International Solidaritg Movement (international direct action against the occupation)-

WWW.Palsolidan'tg.org

Electronic |ntifada (grcat inFo/rcsources, espccia"g on media covcragc)

www.electronicintifada.com

AJ'Awda Falcstinc Right of Returm Coa|ition (worldwide)
M.aLawda.ors

S(JSTA] N (Stop (S Tax-funded Aid to |srael Now)

"’WW.sustaincamPaign.org

Ta’agush gointjcwish-'aalcstinian isracligroup; direct actions and orsanizing)
WWW.taayush.tﬁpod.com/taagush.html

Coa|ition of Women fora Just Peace gointjcwishpalcstinian israeli feminist coalition)

w"'W.t:t:»aIitionoxcwomcn*1>]:>cacc.or5

Fﬁ'ﬂ»ﬁnc Red Crescent 50cict9 (on the Srounc], up-to date statistics; the bravest Pcop]c out tlwcre)



www.Palestinercs.org

KcFuscr Solidarity thwork (israeli refusniks/! mi|itary resisters umbrella 5roup)

www.rc{:uscrsolidarity.nct

Alternative |nformation (C enter (excellent. based in israel)

www.altcmativcncws.org,

FASSIA Palastinian Academic Society for the Stuclg of |nternational Affairs (comPrchcnsive facts)
www.Passia.org/indcx.htm

]ndymcdia
Pa]esﬁne: wwwjerusa|em.inc|ymcdia.org

israel: www.indymcdia.org.il/cnglish

(wl'ao’s who)

most of these are adaptcd from a much |argcr (and qul’tc cxce”ent) lexicon at www.ameu.ors/icxicon.asp

with additional info from a second fabulous glossary at www.Passia.org/diaryra|cstinian—Dictionarg-Tcrms.lwtm

F.A., FNA ~acronym for Falcstinian Authon't3 or Falcstinian Nationa| Authority. the elected government officials

and agencies set up by the oslo accords. 5asir arafat (alca abu amar) has been Prcsidcnt since 1996.

FLC — acronym for Falestinian chislative Council. Par‘iament (88 mcmbcrs) setup by the oslo accords to deal with

Falcstinian intemal affairs. has no authon’tg over Forcign affairs or agreements with Forcisn governments.

FLO — acronym for Palestine Libcration Organization. nationalist umbrella group, led l:y yasir arafat since 1969.
founded 1 964; rccognfzcd bg the UNin 1974 as the rcPrcscntativc of the Pa]cstinian Pcoplc; rccognizcd by israel in

1993. signcc] the oslo accords, after scvcral'groups withdrew in protest.

FNC — acronym for Palestine National Council. the lcgislativc body of the FLO (669 members), led by an executive

committee of 8.

r:atah ~ acronym (rcvcrscd) for Fa[cstinian Libcratioh Movcm:nt. secular nationalistgroup led by 3asir arafat.
histon’ca“g, the 'cadinggroup within the FLO founded 1959, involved in armed stru5g|c from 1965 on. active in the
1987 intifada. main group involved in the oslo “pcac: Proccss”, and now ruling Party in the FA



%amas - acronym for lslamic Resistance Movement. rcligious—n’ght nationalist group led by sheikh ahmad 5assin.
ﬁoundcd 1987, concentrated in the Gaza striP. c]ocs social-service work as wc" as armed stru5g|c. oPPosed the olso

”‘
‘accords.

Hezbo"ah - ‘Farty of God'. rcligious-n’ght nationalist group. founded carlg 1980s, involved in armed str‘ugsle since

1983, active main|y inlebanon. a kcy factorin the end of israel’s occuPation of southemn lebanon.
Jslamic Jihad ~ rcligious—right nationalist group. founded mid-1980s. involved in armed struggle.

rFLF — acronym for Fopular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. marxist nationalist group. cngagcd in armed
atrusglc since its Founcling in 1967. active in the 1987 intifada. opposcé the oslo accords, but remains within the FLO

AlAqsa Martyrs Bn’gadcs - armed group connected to Fatal'l; founded 2000.
5a|ahach’n brigadc — armed wing of the Fopular Resistance Committecs, which include members of Hamas and Fatah.

Tanzim - quasi—mf[italy militia associated with [Fatah. active throughout the west bank and Gaza striP. conduct first aid

and civil defense courses as well as resistance activities. they see themselves as sraduatcs of the 1987 intifada.

LTy

Kﬂesset— israel’s Parll’amcnt (120 members). votes are cast for Partics, not individual candidates; then a Pn'mc minister
is elected scparatcly. the main Parﬁcs have separate listinss below. whcn, as at present, no party has a ma-jority, some of
the numerous small, spccfal interest Par‘tics - though never the Palcstinian ones ~ are invited to form a coalition
government, which gives them a disproportionatc influence.

Li‘tud ~secular right—wing party, gcnera"g oneof the 2 or 3 larscst. based in ashkenazi (curopcan)jewfsh communities.
very Prwccupation —lots of ‘security’ and ‘terrorism’ rhetoric. led by ariel sharon, with I:inyamfn nctangahu another

"‘a_jor Figurc.

Lalbor- secular moderate Party,gcnera”y one of the 2 or % |arscst. based in ashkenazi (curopean)_jcwish communities.

P"°~occupation, but open to negotiations. current ;fgures include shimon peres, ehud barak, and amram mitzna. 1

Sl"as - rcligious party, gcncrallg one of the 2 or 3 Iargcst. basedin 5c1card|'/mizra|<|'ri (arab/north aFn’can, iranian, etc.)
Jewi$h communities. quite pro-occupation, but it's not a high priority for them. economically kinda pro ressive, sociall
2 bl 4 P A Y 4 Pros Y

"eactionary.
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‘ Meretz — secular left party. anﬁ-occupation, but kinda soft. based in ashkenazi (europcan))’cwish communities. yossi

sarid is one of the major Fisurcs.

Gush E_munim - religious-ri ht movement of the west bank “settlers”. virulently pro-occupation, with genocidal
B g JP P g

overtones. influential dcspitc small size. strong ties to the National Religious Farty, which is the |argcst relisious-n‘sht

Partg.

Shinui—scwlar‘ist arty. young, but right now one of the largest. based in ashkenazi (european) jewish communities.
party. young, but rig g pean)]

anti-religious (with a racist anti-Slwas spin), very pro-military and Pro—occupation. led by 305&‘ ‘tommy’ |apid.

Kach/Kahanc Cl’:ai - relisious—right (jewish) organizations, currcntly banned by the israelisovcmmcnt for terrorist
activity and active under other names. goundcd by brokon rabbi meir kahane in the 1 980s. anti-arab racists with guns.
unFortunatc[g, their sgmbol is a fist in a star of david. Para”cl to the chish Dchnsc Lcaguc/chish Dchnsc
Organization inthe us.a.

| (hrgets worth considen'ns)

Catcrpi“er makes the bulldozers that the israeli army uses to dcstroy Pa|cstinian homes. SUSTAI N-DC and

‘ many other chaptcr‘s are Focusins its efforts on them. their Proclucts are cvcrywherc... you know what to do.

bocing/ McDonne" Douglas makes the Apachc hclicoptcr, a favorite weapon of the israeli militarg in the occupicd
| ‘ territories. as iFgou needed another reason to go after them. most other mzfjor arms manufacturers also do a big
business with the state of israel (wi’ch the money coming ultimatc[g from u.s. taxes, for the most Part).

‘ Bank |_cumi, |srael Discount Bank, and other isracli banks have offices in major u.s. cities. they are, like any
‘ major financial institutions that handle states’ and corPorations’ money, dccp]y imbedded in the Fundins that enables
f\ the occupation to continue. theg’ve been tarsctccl with sgmbo|ic actions in new york city (and Possiblg elsewhere).

“1 “scttlcment’-grown crops (and manuFactures) are under boycott by awide range of israeli and palcstinian groups.
‘}“ there are all kinds of possibilities for creative (and mcssy) actions wherever you shop (or don’t shop). there’s a list of

‘ brands and info at www.gush-sha]om.org. some Palcstinian and Pa|estinc 5olidarit3 groups have also called for a boycott
il of all israeli Proc]ucts. ican't quitc tell whether this has gotten off the ground much so far.

divestment campaisns are cropping up all over. there’s no reason whg gour union Pcnsion fund, co”cge’or university,
city government, or whatever shouldn’t getsome hcavy pressure if it's invested in israeli government bonds or

i corporations.



elt:ctca officials in the u.s. have many chances every year to reaffirm their support for the occupation, or to withhold
it. many have also rcccnt!g taken to maldng more individual gestures of support ~ buying bu”ct—ProoF vests for settlers,
for instance, as several new 5orl< officials did in 2002. learn where your so-called rcprcscntativcs stand, and visit their

‘local offices to let them know whatgou think of it.

the bureau of immigration and citizcnship enforcement (B|CE. -~ Formcrly the INS) has disappeared and
detained many Palcstinians since scptcmbcr 11,2001, as part of their overall assault on arab, muslim and south asian
immigrants. thcy’vc particulady targctcc{ Po]ftica“g active Palestinians, inclucling farouk abdel muhti, who has been in
their custodg forovera year (see www.FrecFaroukorg). rcccnt]y, thcg’vc bcgun mass c{cportations of Palcstinians for
the first time in decades ~ aiﬂif:ting stateless rcFugccs tojordan, which then shoves them over the river into the occupicd
west bank (w}'lic}') is not whcrc thcg are From, f:or the most Part). consult Yyour 'ocal éctafnccs suppor’t group about
effective tactics to hclp with speciFic cases... 5]CE_ has offices cvcrywhcrc.

ﬁght-wing christians are the strongest idcoiogical supporters of zionism in the current u.s. administration (and thcy
share the strategic support forisrael as rcgional proxy, too). going after these alliances between the christian andjcwish
rclisious n'ght can make clear the ways in which the warin Pa!cstine is not a rcligious or ethnic conﬂict, buta Politica| one

about land, water, and rcgiona] control. you know who your local biblc—thumpcrs are...







in\rericlisn ,








